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*** Note: NTSB investigators may not have traveled in support of this investigation and used data
provided by various sources to prepare this public aircraft accident report. ***

On May 30, 2013, about 2307 eastern daylight time, a Bell 407, N407HC, was substantially damaged
during an autorotation following a total loss of engine power at Columbia, Maryland. The commercial
pilot and three crewmembers were not injured. The helicopter was registered to the State of Maryland
and was operated by the Howard County Police Department, as a public use flight. Night, visual
meteorological conditions prevailed and no flight plan was filed. The local flight originated at
Tipton Airport (FME), Fort Meade, Maryland, about 2010.

According to the operator, the helicopter was on a routine patrol flight on a heading of 130 degrees
and at a speed of 120 knots. About 600 feet above the ground, the helicopter suddenly yawed to the
left and the red “ENGINE OUT” warning light illuminated. The pilot commenced an autorotation for
landing on a nearby high school football field. To avoid trees and a goal post, the pilot extended the
glide path by raising the collective control. The helicopter landed hard on the football field and
came to rest in an upright position. The pilot secured the rotor blades and engine and the crew exited
the helicopter without injuries.

The wreckage was recovered and secured in a local hangar. The wreckage was examined by Federal
Aviation Administration inspectors and investigators from the airframe and engine manufacturers. The
damage was determined to be substantial, including a severed tail boom and damaged main rotor blades.
Damage to the landing gear also resulted. The engine’s electronic control unit (ECU) was removed from
the engine and will be examined at the manufacturer’s facilities.
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